Mark Lane on Rood Morning America, I' mdcy, Key 2, 1977 (first hour) 


David IJortcsr.: Janes Earl Ray pleaded guilty to kill in,-. Ihc Reverend Kart in 
Luther King. lie is now serving a lire tern. But ever since his early days in 
jail Ray has leer; saying that lie’s rot guilty, that he was gp rinwittirg tool in 
o conspiracy. In this plot he says he took directions from a. r.cn called Raoul, 
hark Lar.e is the lawyer who challenged the T'ar en Cor.missicn cn the death of 
President Kennedy, Row he's written a book on the King: murder. The bock is called 
Code Racm Zorro, and in his investigation he interviewed Janes Earl Pay in 


prison aid we have exclusive film from those interview; 
nice to have you with us this norniirg. 

Lcr.o; food rncniig, 1. y or. 

IE: Ycv • ; - v I r.c r>'\. evidci.ce, 

ML: Yes. 


Good Kominf Mr. lane. 


DU: 


gat ic it? 


ML: v.’ell, R.;y has 'said all along that amen named Raoul, at least that waP 
the nane that he knew him by, moved him around the country, had him involved in 
a series of srarggling operations between the United States and Canada, KfflQKHKXt 
from the United States and Mexico, Indeed, uh, Ray did 2JSHK spend some $10,000 
more than the FBI was able to account for. Ills income during that period, he 
said he got it from Raoul. The first clue as to who Raoul might be I think is 
found in Ray's most recent statement where he describes a card which uh may 
have had the nane ofHhe contact for Raoul. Aid this card and t.,is story that. 
Ray has just told me is now being thoroughly investigated by the douse ccmmittee 


on assassinations. 

HI: 711 right . Let's look at this first piece of film— exclusive interview 
from prison concerning the card. 

(Switch to film, showing Ray) 

JER: 'Jell, I think probably the most, uhip valid evidence they had was, uh, 
some matei’ial I found in the car when I waP uh, when I was crossing the border 
one time. It had an address on it. One address — it's a business card and one 
address had been crossed out and the, uh, some writing on tne back, an individual's 
nane, end this was looked into and it indicated some agency that was uh funding 
intelligence agencies gpi uh, I know I had a lawyer investigate the nane of the 
individual that was wrote on the other side of it. Row, uh, the side that was 
marked off, wc couldn't see everything on it, but the other side— in other words 
I couldn't see everything — but the other side had an individual).,^ name narked 
and uh the lawyer, he went to Kew Orleans and I think he got tSe 'records from 
the Texas, uh, appeals court and that indicated that this - individual might have 
been an informer at one time (knock on door in background) for an intelligence 


agency. 

(Switch beck to studio) 

DH: There was the card found? 

ML: In the white mustang which he purchased with he money that Raoul gave 
him and it appears to have been a contact of Raoul, perhaps a contact of Anericnn 
intelligence c.s well. And nothing that Ray ever said about Raoul has ever been 
investigated by the FBI or the Department of Justice. Row the Select Committee 
has this information and perhaps we'll be able to find Raoul. 

DE: It ic possible that that card w a s planted, that it's faked evidence? 

ML: Hire. 
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HI: Possibly. 

ML: Even that would be a clue, though, 

IE: 73/iy do you think he confessed to the murder in the first place? 

ML: Well, he nevEr really never said that he pulled the trigger, and, uh, he 
always said that there was a conspiracy. But he was placed in a cell for mmy, 
many months. He was held under lights as bright las these, television lights, 

24 hours a day. The windows were sealed so he could never see the outside. Two 
guards were in the cell with him at all times. Television cameras monitored his 
every movement. There was were 8 microphones planted around the cell. Even when 
he wanted to talk to his lawyer they had to lie down or the floor and whisper with 
the hope that that would not be overheard. Aid in a recent interview with me 
he told me Something that I had never heard before aid that is who was responsible 
for creating this incredible situation. Uh, end it's so incredible that when you 
think of — there's a very interesting book by Speer called Spsndow out recently, 
and he described the conditions in which the Maui war cr-irdiirls, c c-nvictcfi War 
criminals were 3: opt in a military prison ;.un by the United States, the Soviet 


Union end 


vo C'ij.&y 


LlOil r 


vroi.c ,* J. :x>' 


C to sleep at night, although they 


were concerned they might commit suicide there was a little peephole sc that the 
guard could sec them, tut they were never subjected to the irihunee, brutal, 
tortuous conditions to viiicli Key was subjected, conditions which denied him 
sensory percept ie. > after a period of time. I meat this torture I think played 
a major part in his finally being worn down there he said, CH, I won't have c 
trial. I'll rry I did it, but there was a conspiracy. 

HI: Let's look at this portion of the interview where he talks about conditions 
in jail. (Switch to film of Ray) 

JER: They had television cameras monitor your activities and things like that, 

where you moved around the cell block, uh. . . 


ML: now bright were the lights? 

JER: Vfell they were bright , tl 


they kept them oh 24 hours a. dry. They 
claimed they had to wretch you or something but, uh. ..pjnd uh. .. altogether I'd say 
it kinua, . sort a debilitating, living: ux:dcr those type of conditions *c cure I know 
once I thought IXKgg maybe I'd been, I'd broken out in seme type of rash and I 
thought there was a possibility I'd been poisoned cr something and uh, and uh, I 
think later on I t?r.s esirm.ined. by . a doctor, blood test, but they’ve destroyed all 
these records so wc really can't determine by the records of your condition if 
anyone — my condition at the time, I think probably most interecting about that 
was it was a state jail or a city jail where the uh state officials had jurisdiction 
over it but they line. 2 federal police there, they stayed in jail with me the firsjr 
week or so, and they uh, they set up the Mi ole operation, the enclosed windows, 
the TV monitors, the lights on 24 hours a day. 

.ML: The federal authorities set this up? 

JER: Yes. They took 2 of them out of the federal prison system and assigned 
them to the county jail. 

(Switch back, to studio) XSI; lie cays it was federal officers. 

II L; Yes, now they had no right, ro obligation, end no jurisdiction; this was 


;ate case. But the hand of the federal government, the 


lough cut 


trie entire thing, from tie tine J. Edgar Hoover sent the letter to Martin Luther 
King suggesting;' that he commit suicide, until the time that 'die squad which was 
designed by Hoover to destroy Martin Luther Ling conducted the only federal 

invest ligation it: iht death of Hr. kig, ic ftiSrti.e hand of the IT I i‘ reugheui 
this cm; ire operation. 

LIT: ’There was he, Bay, Then the trigger -..as pulled? 

Ml: he ays he -> c.r at a. filling; station having his car checked out, and 
I think there’s some evidence to support that. 

BE; Let's look at this piece of film about where was Mr. Fny at the time o f 
the murder. ( Switch to film, of Ray) 

JER: fell at that time I was, I had intended to go to a movie. I went to a 
tavern, then 1 , ? t Mr time J’d, I, I recalled T did Kara thir tic vile the 




about 



3lc - t-oublcci beck to uh, uh service the car end 
18 v ' c cai •^t.eniiine tli atfs then the ul>. xhjsfcS fhootd^j 


nj f>ht bo., ore, the day before, 

I believe that's uh, as clone 
actually tool: piece. 

I ■ ’ J : thcr v.Lrt happened next? 

TT? p ^ e i i j . # 

iA of r _ J.01-C lie service station, my clear recollection that uh th-t 
ran tt,o a road block in the, in the immediate vincinity ( vherc this diootdr- 

tri:c jUcc tE d, »h, »■,, there her arti M W 

1 +.1*i rs-h "HT1+ riMTir'w, X /I -* ,3 *1 

ri* 1 (LiCt J.ccvc 


i I 

" ' “ *• v ‘• v ‘- J«u Olit? J Xii 0 

is cupp o seat o take ilc.ee c nd, uh, no 

Srly bUt 1 C ®’ t » 1 c?n,t rec " 11 that/ But aftc-iwl did leave”"' 

2// r “; Cn / 0n / £ ° t0 1Te l °5 le ^ s » but uh, uh, try to find out 

-m , . **■ ^ ° cp^enea in ^he cnea. l thought meybe it rrr r no "Sibil it ■< r th- + 

1 ; ,K f 1 ”',** 4 fom “’ Eo “ <-“» «• u tiit ,4+Y ‘- T 

"L-1dn^ L . tC 3[(: l ’ 1% Lcr,e » dp ^ think he pulled the tri^e^ 

‘■*L* ^ aaa c iwiio • ■# X11G, un, ncycholc/ ic rj rtwsn aval n i,_. v.™, 


hi- SJcrr?™'* u '"’ P^olocierl stress evaluation has teen mn on 

both/- // t/'/r. tr^er by ttro different coverts and they 

l“--“ 1 1 *•«••- •'Cllort, the truth, that til: etc v.t.j» no ctrcsr -'i rr- 
ru convinced that there uas a conspiracy to hill hr. I'in "* “* ’ 

Ui: You arc? 

TL: Yes. 

„o 1 T ; r ;. v:a - 1 te btCk T;ith u0 tcEorrer; to continue ,oV discussion 

Iu •* it f I;:u? o assassination. Thank you ITr. Lrne. 
hi: ;cu. 



